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THE BATS OF FOUNTAIN CAVERN
by Hugh H. Genoways

During May 1988, two species of bats-Brachyphylla cavernarum (Antillean cave bat) and Natalus stramineus (funneleared bat)-were captured at the opening of Fountain Cavern.
Only Brachyphylla ca vernarum was captured inside of the
cave. The weather was extremely wet during our visit to
Anguilla so our work in Fountain Cavern was limited by
hazardous conditions. Nevertheless, we did make a thorough
survey of the bats inside the cave. There is only one other
species on Anguilla-Monophyllus redmani (Antillean longtongued bat)-that might be expected to utilize Fountain
Cavern as a roosting site.
Brachyphylla cavernarum
This Antillean endemic is common on islands from Cuba
to Barbados and S1. Vincent. As its common name indicates,
this species prefers roosting sites in caves and mines. They
are present in Fountain Cavern in large numbers because of
the presence of water in the cave. They probably don't drink
the water, but its presence raises the humidity and provides
the appropriate cond itions for the bats. Bats were observed
throughout the cavern , but based upon guano accumulation,
they seem to concentrate their activities toward the rear of
the cavern where the light levels are lowest.
Antillean cave bats emerge from their daytime roosts about
dusk and thereafter. They will fly a mile or two to areas where
they can feed. They are strictly herbivorous in their feed habits
taking all variet ies of soft fruits, nectar, pollen, and even the
entire flower.
The colony within Fountain Cavern contains both males
and females. The cavern is being used as a maturity colony
with young present during our visit in late May.
Natalus stramineus
Only one specimen of this rare species was taken at the
entrance to the cavern at about 30 minutes after dark. Anguilla
is the northern end of the geographic distribution of this
species in the Antilles.
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The funnel-eared bat is strictly insectivorous in its feeding
habits. Based upon its small size, it probably takes only very
small insects.

RECOMMENDATIONS
1. Leave Fountain Cavern in as natural a state as possible.
2. Don't open a second entrance to the cave. It may alter
the environmental conditions within the cavern to a point
where all animal life may be lost and the archaeological
materials themselves may be threatened .
3. Check the cavern for histoplasmosis. If it is not present,
all efforts should be expended to maintain the bat populations within the cave. The bats are messy but they are part
of the .total experience within Fountain Cavern . Bat activity
is low in the area of the archaeological materials .
4. Bats serve as the "green plants" of all caves. Their guano
furnishes the nutriments on which all of the cave's plants
and animals depend.
5. The two bat species taken at Fountain Cavern may owe
their existence on Anguilla to the presence of the cavern. If
conditions are altered in the cave, these two species may
become extinct on the island .
6. The bats can be one of the attraction s for Fountain
National Park. People travel from all over the U.S. to see the
bat flight emerge from Carlsbad Caverns in Carlsbad Caverns
National Park in New Mexico.
7. I would plan to develop several walking trails on the surface within the land set aside for your National Park. I saw
considerable bird and insect activity in this area . The type
of tourist that you will be attracting to the Park will be anxious
to take advantage of such an opportunity.
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